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Eckville mayor fired as teacher 


By JIM ISBISTER 
of The Advocate 

The Lacombe county school board fired Eck- 
ville mayor and long-time teacher Jim Keegstra 
Tuesday, charging him with teaching inappropri- 
ate material and not adhering to the school curric- 
ulum outline. 

Mr. Keegstra, 48, said today the decision comes 
as a “shock.” He said he plans seek a provincial 
Board of Reference to. to appeal for re-instate- 
ment at Eckville High School, where he has 
taught for 14 years. His appeal could be heard as 
soon as February. 

School board chairman Sandra Weidner of La- 
combe said today Mr. Keegstra’s dismissal is ef- 
fective today. However, he will receive full pay 
for one month while officially under suspension. 

The board met in closed session Tuesday for 
eight hours before the 14 voting members voted 
11 to 2, with one abstention, to fire the social stud- 
ies and science teacher. 

The hearing came after Sue Maddox of Eckville 
complained her 14-year-old son Paul was being 
taught material in Mr. Keegstra’s Grade 9 Social 
Studies class which she considered biased with 
“negative inferences on religious and racial 
groups.” She said she took her son out of his class 
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in October after reading notes copied off the 
blackboard during class. He now is enrolled in a 
social studies correspondence course. 

Among Mrs. Maddox's complaints was that Mr. 
Keegstra made comments that could be consid- 
ered anti-Catholic during his teaching of pre-In- 
dustrial Revolution British history. 

She said that material is not on the curriculum. 
Mr. Keegstra said it was background material nec- 
essary to understand the period. 

Mr. Keegstra said “it’s a matter of opinion” 
whether what he taught could be considered nega- 
tive and said that “any material I present in class 
is well-documented.” 

He said he frequently presents various theories 
in his Grade 9 and 12 social studies classes to pro- 
mote discussion and get students to think for 
themselves. 

“There are events we have to try to explain. I 
don’t want to put anything in your mind. As far as 
I'm concerned there's no bias.” 

Mrs. Weidner said Mr. Keegstra failed to make 
necessary changes after he was warned in Febru- 
ary to conform to curriculum material. 

Mr. Keegstra said his material is in line with 
the curriculum and said directives he received 
from the board were “vague.” 


